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25 Years
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AUSTRIA  2014- Wolfgang Schöner 
CANADA  2007- David Hik 
  Vice President 2008-2010, 
  President 2010-2014 
CANADA  2006-2007 R. Grant Ingram  
CANADA 1999-2005 Peter Johnson  
  Vice President 2000-2004
CANADA 1995-1998 Barrie Maxwell  
  Vice President 1997-2001
CANADA 1991-1994 E. Fred Roots   
  President 1991-1993 
CHINA  2010- Huigeng Yang   
  Vice President 2012-
CHINA 1996-2010 Liqi Chen  
CZECH REP. 2012- Josef Elster   
DENMARK 2009- Naja Mikkelsen  
  Vice President 2010-
DENMARK 2001-2009 Tom Greiffenberg  
DENMARK 2000 Morten Meldgaard  
DENMARK 1999 Claus Andreasen 
DENMARK 1994-1998 Jens Peder Hart Hansen 
DENMARK 1992-1993 Martin Ghisler  
DENMARK 1991 Isi Foighel   
FINLAND 2004- Kari Laine  
FINLAND 2000-2003 Boris Segerståhl  
FINLAND 1998-1999 Juhani Hassi   
FINLAND 1991-1997 Pentti Mälkki  
FRANCE 2012- Yves Frenot  
FRANCE 1999-2011 Gérard Jugie  
FRANCE 1991-1998 Claude Lorius  
GERMANY 2010- Karin Lochte  
GERMANY 1994-2010 Dieter Fütterer  
  Vice President 1994-1997, 
  2002-2010
GERMANY 1991-1993 Gotthilf Hempel  
  Vice President 1991-1993 
ICELAND 2010- Thorsteinn Gunnarsson  
ICELAND 1999-2010 Kristján Kristjánsson   
  Vice President 2002-2006, 
  President 2006-2010
ICELAND 1991-1998 Magnus Magnusson   
  President 1993-1997
INDIA 2013- Rajan Sivaramakrishnan 
INDIA 2012 Rasik Ravindra  
ITALY 2010- Carlo Barbante  
ITALY 2008-2010 Carlo-Alberto Ricci 
ITALY 2006-2008 Roberto Azzoloni   
ITALY 2002-2006 Marcello Manzoni 
ITALY 1997-2001 Bruno Battaglia 
JAPAN 2012- Tetsuo Ohata 
JAPAN 2006-2011 Hiroshi Kanda 
JAPAN 2005 Yoshiyuki Fujii 

JAPAN 1997-2005 Okistugu Watanabe 
JAPAN 1995-1996 Nobuo Ono  
JAPAN 1991-1994 Takao Hoshiai  
KOREA 2002- Byong-Kwon Park  
  Vice President 2004-2012
NETHERLANDS 1992- Louwrens Haquebord   
  Vice President 2000-2008
NETHERLANDS 1991 Johannes Oerlemans 
NORWAY 2008- Susan Barr  
  Vice President 2010-2014, 
  President 2014-
NORWAY 2007 Fridjof Mehlum  
NORWAY 2002-2006 Rolf Anker Ims  
NORWAY 1998-2002 Alf Håkon Hoel  
  Vice President 1998-2002
NORWAY 1994-1997 Arnoldus Schytte Blix 
NORWAY 1991-1994 Anders Omholt  
  Vice President 1991-1993 
POLAND 2006- Jacek Jania  
POLAND 1991-2005 Krzysztof Birkenmajer 
RUSSIA 2001- Vladimir I. Pavlenko   
  Vice President 2014-
RUSSIA 1991-2000 Igor S. Gramberg  
  Vice President 1991-1998 
SPAIN 2009- Manuel Catalan  
SWEDEN 2013- Mats Andersson  
SWEDEN 2006-2012 Magnus Friberg  
SWEDEN 2005 Olle Stendal 
SWEDEN 2000-2005 David G. Gee 
SWEDEN 1993-2000 Bert Bolin  
  Vice President 1993-2000
SWEDEN 1991-1992 Gunnar Hoppe  
SWITZERLAND 2010- Martin Luethi 
SWITZERLAND 2009-2010 Hubertus Fischer 
SWITZERLAND 2002-2009 Thomas F. Stocker 
SWITZERLAND 1996-2001 Atsumu Ohmura  
SWITZERLAND 1994-1995 A. Clottu Vogel  
UK 2010- Cynan Ellis-Evans  
UK 2003-2010 Julian Dowdeswell 
UK 1995-2002 David J Drewry  
  President 1997-2002 
UK 1991-1994 Eileen Buttle  
  Vice President 1993-1994 
USA 2014- Larry Hinzman  
  Vice President 2014-
USA 2006-2014 Jackie M. Grebmeier   
  Vice President 2006-2014
USA 2000-2006 Patrick Webber  
  President 2002-2006
USA 1994-2000 Oran R. Young  
  Vice President 1997-2000
USA 1991-1994 Norbert Untersteiner  
  Vice President 1991-1993 

REGIONAL BOARD MEMBERS   
 

CANADA 2002-2008 Steven Bigras   
  Chair 2006-2008
CANADA 2000-2001 Valoree Walker 
CANADA 1999-2000 Peter Johnson 
CANADA 1997-1998 Barrie Maxwell 
CANADA 1993-1996 Gerald Lock   
  Chair 1994-1996 
CANADA 1992 Gilles Breton  
CANADA 1991 Richard Bill 
DENMARK 2002-2008 Hanne Petersen  
DENMARK 1996-2001 Morten Meldgaard 
DENMARK 1995 Gunnar Martens  
DENMARK 1991-1994 Jens Peter Hart Hansen
FINLAND 2000-2008 Paula Kankaanpää   
  Chair 2000-2002
FINLAND 1999-2000 Juhani Hassi 
FINLAND 1997-1998 Sven-Erik Hjelt  

FINLAND 1991-1996 Elisabeth Helander
ICELAND 1999-2008 Niels Einarsson   
  Chair 2002-2004
ICELAND 1991-1998 Magnus Magnusson 
NORWAY 2006-2008 Jan-Gunnar Winther  
NORWAY 1994-2005 Olav Orheim  
  Chair 2004-2006
NORWAY 1992 Nils Are Øritsland  
NORWAY 1991 Odd Rogne 
RUSSIA 2005-2008 Nikita B Bantsekin  
RUSSIA 2002-2004 Boris A Morgunov 
RUSSIA 1993-2000 Boris Melnikov 
RUSSIA 1991-1992 Yuri B. Kazmin  
SWEDEN 1991-2008 Anders Karlqvist  
  Chair 1991-1994, 1996-1997 
USA 2000-2008 Karl Erb 
USA 1991-2000 Robert W. Corell  
  Chair 1997-2000

The International Arctic Science Committee (IASC) is a non-

governmental, international scientific organization, founded in 

1990 by the eight Arctic countries. Over the past 25 years, IASC 

has evolved into the leading international science organizati-

on of the North and its membership today includes national sci-

ence organizations from 22 countries involved in Arctic research.

The IASC mission is to encourage and facilitate cooperati-

on in all aspects of Arctic research, in all countries engaged in 

Arctic research and in all areas of the Arctic region. Over-

all, IASC promotes and supports leading-edge multi-discip-

linary research in order to foster a greater scientific under-

standing of the Arctic region and its role in the Earth system.

In the context of its 25th anniversary in 2015, IASC presents 

a comprehensive publication on its history from the planning 

process in the late 1980s until today. Printed as a special issue of 

the IASC yearbook, the publication compiles and analyzes the his-

tory and development of IASC and its initiatives and achievements. 

As a summary of the “IASC After 25 Years” publication, this 

brochure presents a timeline of the most important events 

in the development of IASC in the past quarter of a century.

www.iasc.info

of International Arctic Research Cooperation
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I PY  2 0 1 0  O s l o 
Co n fe re n ce

Fi r s t  I A S C  M e d a l 
aw a rd e d  to 
Pa t  We b b e r

First  Joint SCAR/IASC Open Science 
Conference (1st  IPY Conference) , 

St .  Petersburg (Russia) 

2009

Fi r s t  ye a r b o o k  I A S C 
B u l l e t i n  p u b l i s h e d

2007
•  A S S W  –  H a n ove r  ( U S A)

•  S AO N  I n i t i a t i o n  Wo r k s h o p,  Tro m s ø  ( N o r w ay )

•  S e co n d  I A S C  R e v i e w

•  O n g o i n g  I A S C  Pro j e c t s  f i n a l i ze d  o r 
 t ra n s fe r re d  i n to  I A S C  N e t wo r k s

•  Fi r s t  S AO N  Wo r k s h o p,  S to c k h o l m  ( Swe d e n )

•  A S S W  –  Sy k t y v k a r  ( R u s s i a )

•  M e m o ra n d u m  o f  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  s i gn e d  w i t h  t h e 
 As s o c i a t i o n  o f  Po l a r  E a r l y  Ca re e r 
 S c i e n t i s t s  (A P E C S )  a n d  S C A R

•  Le t te r  o f  Agre e m e n t  s i gn e d  w i t h  t h e  I n te r -
 n a t i o n a l  A rc t i c  S o c i a l  S c i e n ce s 
 As s o c i a t i o n  ( I A S S A)
 
•  Le t te r  o f  Agre e m e n t  s i gn e d  w i t h  t h e 
 I n te r n a t i o n a l  As s o c i a t i o n  o f 
 C r yo s p h e r i c  S c i e n ce s  ( I AC S ) 
 a n d  S C A R

•  M e m o ra n d u m  o f  Agre e m e n t  s i gn e d  w i t h 
 t h e  C l i m a te  a n d  C r yo s p h e re  (C l i C ) 
 Pro j e c t  a n d  S C A R

•  S e co n d  S AO N  Wo r k s h o p,  E d m o n to n  (Ca n a d a )

•  Th i rd  S AO N  Wo r k s h o p,  H e l s i n k i  ( Fi n l a n d )

•   A S S W  –  B e rg e n  ( N o r w ay ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i r s t 
 S c i e n ce  Sy m p o s i u m

•   I A S C  S e c re t a r i a t  m ove s  to  Po t s d a m  (G e r m a ny )

•   I A S C  m e rg e s  w i t h  t h e  A rc t i c  O ce a n  S c i e n ce s 
 B o a rd  (AO S B )  w h i c h  l a te r 
 b e co m e s  I A S C ´ s 
 M a r i n e  Wo r k i n g  G ro u p

•   M e m o ra n d u m  o f  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  s i gn e d  w i t h    
 t h e  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Pe r m a f ro s t 
 As s o c i a t i o n  ( I PA) 
 a n d  S C A R

•   Le t te r  o f  Agre e m e n t  s i gn e d  w i t h  t h e 
 Pa c i f i c  A rc t i c  G ro u p 
 ( PAG )

•  A S S W  –  N u u k  (G re e n l a n d )

•  D av i d  H i k  e l e c te d  I A S C  Pre s i d e n t 

•  I A S C  Wo r k i n g  G ro u p s  (At m o s p h e re, 
 C r yo s p h e re,  M a r i n e,  S o c i a l  a n d  H u m a n , 
 Te r re s t r i a l )  e s t a b l i s h e d

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015
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I A S C  Wo r k i n g  G ro u p s 
Wo r k s h o p,  Po t s d a m 
(G e r m a ny )

Pe te r  H a r r i s s o n  a t 
t h e  I PY  2 0 1 2 

M o n t re a l  Co n fe re n ce

•  A S S W  –  S e o u l  ( K o re a ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  S c i e n ce  Sy m p o s i u m

•  I A S C  Wo r k i n g  G ro u p s  Wo r k s h o p,  Po t s d a m  (G e r m a ny )

•  Le t te r  o f  Agre e m e n t  s i gn e d  w i t h  t h e  C i rc u m p o l a r 
 H e a l t h  R e s e a rc h  N e t wo r k
 (C i rc h N e t )

•  Le t te r  o f  Agre e m e n t  s i gn e d  w i t h  t h e 
U n i ve r s i t y  o f  t h e  A rc t i c 
( UA rc t i c )  a n d  I A S S A

•  M e m o ra n d u m  o f  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  s i gn e d  w i t h  t h e 
I n te r n a t i o n a l  Co u n c i l  fo r  t h e 

 E x p l o ra t i o n  o f  t h e  S e a  ( I C E S )

•  A S S W  –  M o n t re a l  (Ca n a d a ) ,  i n  co n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  I PY 
M o n t re a l  2 0 1 2  Co n fe re n ce  –  Fro m  K n ow l e d g e  to  Ac t i o n

•  A S S W  -  K ra k ow  ( Po l a n d ) ,  i n c l u d i n g 
 S c i e n ce  Sy m p o s i u m

•  Fi r s t  A rc t i c  O b s e r v i n g  S u m m i t ,  Va n co u ve r  (Ca n a d a )

•  M e m o ra n d u m  o f  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  s i gn e d  w i t h 
 t h e  Fo r u m  o f  A rc t i c  R e s e a rc h  O p e ra to r s  ( FA R O)

FA R OFA R O

•  A S S W  -  H e l s i n k i  ( Fi n l a n d ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  A rc t i c 
 O b s e r v i n g  S u m m i t

•  S u s a n  B a r r  e l e c te d  I A S C  Pre s i d e n t 

•  M e m o ra n d u m  o f  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  s i gn e d 
 w i t h  t h e  Eu ro p e a n  Po l a r  B o a rd  ( E P B ) 
 a n d  S C A R

•  A S S W  –  Toy a m a  ( J a p a n ) , 
 i n c l u d i n g  Th i rd  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Co n fe re n ce 
 o n  A rc t i c  R e s e a rc h  P l a n n i n g  ( I C A R P  I I I )

•  I n fo r m a l  co n s u l t a t i o n s  a t  X I X  S C A R  M e e t i n g, 
 S a n  D i e g o  ( U S A)

1986

1987

1988

1989
•  Fi n a l  I A S C  P l a n n i n g  G ro u p  m e e t i n g,  H e l s i n k i   
 ( Fi n l a n d )

1990
•  I A S C  Fo u n d i n g  m e e t i n g,  R e s o l u te  (Ca n a d a )

1991

1992
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•  U n o f f i c i a l  I A S C  s co p i n g  m e e t i n g,  O s l o 
 ( N o r w ay )

•  Pre s i d e n t  G o r b a c h e v ´ s  M u r m a n s k  s p e e c h    
 m e n t i o n s  „ t h e  n e e d  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  r e s e a r c h   
 i n  t h e  A r c t i c “  a n d  „ s e t t i n g  u p  a  j o i n t  A r c t i c   
 s c i e n t i f i c  co u n c i l “

Pa r t i c i p a n t s  o f  t h e  Fo u n d i n g  M e e t i n g,  R e s o l u te  (Ca n a d a ) ,  1 9 9 0

1994

1993

1995

•  I A S C  P l a n n i n g  G ro u p  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  a  m e e t i n g   
 o n  “ I n te r n a t i o n a l  Co o p e r a t i o n  i n  A rc t i c 
 S c i e n ce”,  S to c k h o l m  ( Swe d e n )

•  S e r i e s  o f  I A S C  P l a n n i n g  G ro u p  m e e t i n g s  i n   
 M o s cow  ( S ov i e t  U n i o n ) ,  S to c k h o l m  ( Swe d e n )   
 a n d  Le n i n gra d  ( S ov i e t  U n i o n )

•  Fi r s t  re g u l a r  I A S C  Co u n c i l  m e e t i n g,  O s l o  ( N o r w ay )

•  Fre d  R o o t s  e l e c te d  I A S C  Pre s i d e n t

•  I A S C  S e c re t a r i a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  O s l o  ( N o r w ay )

•  I A S C  i nv i te d  a s  a  s t a n d i n g  o b s e r ve r  to  t h e 
 A rc t i c  E nv i ro n m e n t a l  Pro te c t i o n  S t ra te g y 

•  Co u n c i l  m e e t i n g  i n  R e y k j av i k  ( I ce l a n d )

•  Co u n c i l  m e e t i n g,  A b i s k o  ( Swe d e n )

•  M a gn u s  M a gn u s s o n  e l e c te d  I A S C  Pre s i d e n t

•  I n te r n a t i o n a l  S c i e n ce  I n i t i a t i ve  i n  t h e 
 R u s s i a n  A rc t i c  ( I S I R A)  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a n 
 I A S C  Ad v i s o r y  G ro u p

•  Co u n c i l  m e e t i n g,  I l u l i s s a t  (G re e n l a n d )

•  Co u n c i l  m e e t i n g,  R ov a n i e m i  ( Fi n l a n d )

•  Fi r s t  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Co n fe re n ce 
 o n  A rc t i c  R e s e a rc h  P l a n n i n g  ( I C A R P )

1996

1997

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

•  Fi r s t  A rc t i c  S c i e n ce  S u m m i t  We e k  (A S S W ) ,
  Tro m s ø  ( N o r w ay )

•  A S S W  –  Ca m b r i d g e  ( U K )

•  A S S W  –  I q a l u i t  (Ca n a d a )

•  A S S W  –  G ro n i n g e n  ( Th e  N e t h e r l a n d s )

•  Pa t r i c k  We b b e r  e l e c te d  I A S C  Pre s i d e n t
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A rc t i c  C l i m a te  I m p a c t  As s e s s m e n t 
(AC I A) ,  j o i n t l y  w i t h  t h e  A rc t i c  Co u n c i l

S e co n d  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Co n fe re n ce  o n 
A rc t i c  R e s e a rc h  P l a n n i n g  ( I C A R P  I I )

2006

1998

•  Co u n c i l  m e e t i n g  i n  B re m e r h ave n  (G e r m a ny )

•  S e ve r a l  I A S C  Pro j e c t s  e s t a b l i s h e d

•  Fi r s t  I A S C  R e v i e w

•  I A S C  b e co m e s  a cc re d i te d  o b s e r ve r  a t  t h e 
 fo r m a t i o n  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e 
 A rc t i c  Co u n c i l

•  Co u n c i l  m e e t i n g  i n  S t .  Pe te r s b u rg  ( R u s s i a )

•  D av i d  D re w r y  e l e c te d  I A S C  Pre s i d e n t

•  Co u n c i l  m e e t i n g,  Fa i r b a n k s  ( U S A)

•  Fo r u m  o f  A rc t i c  R e s e a rc h  O p e r a to r s 
 ( FA R O)  e s t a b l i s h e d

FA R OFA R O

•  A S S W  –  K i r u n a  ( Swe d e n )

•  Pa c i f i c  A rc t i c  G ro u p  ( PAG ) 
 e s t a b l i s h e d

•  A S S W  –  Ku n m i n g  (C h i n a )

•  I A S C  a cce p te d  a s  a n  I n te r n a t i o n a l  S c i e n t i f i c  As s o c i a te   
 o f  t h e  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Co u n c i l
 fo r  S c i e n ce  ( I C S U )

•  A S S W  –  Po t s d a m  (G e r m a ny )

•  K r i s t j á n  K r i s t j á n s s o n  e l e c te d  I A S C  Pre s i d e n t

•  I A S C  S e c re t a r i a t  m ove s  to  S to c k h o l m  ( Swe d e n )

•  Le t te r  o f  Agre e m e n t  s i gn e d  w i t h  t h e 
 S c i e n t i f i c  Co m m i t te e  o n 
 A n t a rc t i c  R e s e a rc h  ( S C A R )

•  U n o f f i c i a l  s co p i n g  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S u s t a i n i n g 
 A rc t i c  O b s e r v i n g  N e t wo r k s 
 ( S AO N )

•  A S S W  –  R e y k j av i k  ( I ce l a n d )

•  I A S C  b e co m e s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  J o i n t 
 Co m m i t te e  fo r  t h e  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Po l a r 
 Ye a r  2 0 0 7 / 2 0 0 8


